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Named in homage to a 1981 video by artist Colin 
Campbell (playing a vain, cosmetics- and media-
obsessed NASA scientist), Conundrum Clinique 
critically considers the city of Toronto as a mecca 
of consumption and self-creation. Whether drawn 
in by the carnal gratification offered by the seedy 
adult entertainment parlours along Yonge Street in 
the 1970s or the 21st century glass condominiums 
towering up to the heavens, the city has lured the 
alienated with promises of titillation, luxury, and 
the chance to buy some happiness and fulfillment. 

The program journeys from the piles of soon-
to-be-obsolescent products displayed for our 
delectation at Honest Ed’s to the commodification 
of identity within Canada’s famed “multicultural 
mosaic.” From the weight of a memory foam 
mattress bought on Amazon to a dazzling cascade 

of ecstasy pills, Conundrum Clinique pictures a 
Toronto of lifestyle branding, social networking, 
and self-actualization. The result is a disaffected 
city symphony of loft living and lost souls, cheap 
thrills and urban ennui.

—Jon Davies

“�Treacherous fop, don’t be embarrassed
For looking good at your table on the terrace
That you call home. I’m sold!
Paris, London, Rome’s too old for you
And your kind.
Explosions want to see what they can find:
New ways of living...”

—Destroyer, “New Ways of Living”


